
 

 

       ​ ​ ​ ​ Spring 2025 Season  

Movement Research at the Judson Church 

Monday, June 2, 2025 7pm 

Movement Research at the Judson Church is a free forum for  

experimentation, emerging ideas & work-in-process. 

     Note that this performance is not open to review. 

 

 

 

Katherine Paola De La Cruz 

Dirty Laundry: Crashing no Cruising (An Excerpt) 

Choreographer/Director: Katherine Paola De La Cruz 

Dancers: Katherine Paola De La Cruz, Esther Nozea, Nia Sadler 

Music: Kelly Quigley 

Text and Costumes: Katherine Paola De La Cruz  

Katherine Paola De La Cruz is an Open Call artist at The Shed (2025-2026) and “Dirty Laundry” will 

premiere in the summer of 2026. 

 

Alexa West  

Choreographed by Alexa West  

Performed by Cayleen Del Rosario, Benin Gardner, Amelia Heintzelman, Molly Ross, Isa Spector 

Alexa West is a 2024 AIR supported in part by the Jerome Foundation. 

 

Marielys Burgos Meléndez 

Exposed Process: On Desiring (Flexible Workers)​
Researcher/Creator/Performer: Marielys Burgos Meléndez 

Music: Lucid Girl by The Sacred Souls, Be my own boyfriend by Olivia Den  

Are you flexible? Are you (a) flexible (worker)? On Desiring is an artistic research exploring the materiality of 

desire, (self)eroticism, dance labor & BADASSERY. Through her approach of 

practice/performance-as-research, Exposed Process, Marielys asks questions about dance & artistic 

economies, precariousness, financial inequality, work flexibility, and displacement while experimenting with 

movement techniques and artistic practices archived in her body (erotic dance, performance art, 

Afro-Caribbean rhythms, eastern and western somatics, contemporary dance forms, and weightlifting, 

among others). Exposing embodied artistic inquiries and unfinished work Marielys makes (non)sense of all 

the dance ecosystems and geographies she transits and the relations she nurtures along the way. On 

Desiring is a parallel creative and artistic dialogue with her dissertation project. 

 



 

Artist Biographies  

 

Katherine Paola De La Cruz is a Dominican dancer and choreographer based in 

Queens, NY. She is a member of the Great Jones Repertory Theater Company at the 

La MaMa Experimental Theater Club and a 2025-26 Open Call artist at The Shed. 

Katherine has performed in works by Monica Bill Barnes & Company, The Soul Dance 

Company, maura nguyễn donohue, Valentina Baché Rodríguez, Catherine Galasso, 

Loco 7 Dance Puppet Theater Company, Zishan Ugurlu etc. She is a passionate 

choreographer, dancer and storyteller whose work center themes of social inequality, 

queerness, immigration and mental health. Her original choreographic works and 

movement improvisations have supported climate justice and immigrants’ rights 

demonstrations in New York City. In her work, she interweaves narratives of nostalgia 

and hope that directly address sociopolitical issues and visibilize inner healing 

processes. Katherine aims to continue developing and deepening her own process 

while serving in any capacity towards the sharing of culture, memory and art. 

 

Alexa West is a dance artist based in New York City. West holds a MFA from Bard 

College in Sculpture, and her work has been presented by SculptureCenter (2024) and 

the Performa Biennial (2023) among others. She was a Dance Research Fellow at the 

Jerome Robbins Dance Division of the New York Public Library. In addition, West is a 

co-founder of Pageant, an artist-run performance venue in Brooklyn. 

Marielys Burgos Meléndez, MA (she/ella) is an dance/movement researcher, 

multidisciplinary artist, communicator, advocate, audio describer, and pole dance 

enthusiast in vaivén whose life thrives on social justice, decoloniality, and 

intersectional feminism. She is currently pursuing a PhD in Critical Dance Studies at 

UCR. Her research focuses on erotic dance as it intersects labor, embodied 

spiritualities, experimentation, mobility/displacement, and placemaking in the Turtle 

Island and her native Boriké. She has served as arts/dance administrator for over 15 

years, is a 2023 Bessie’s Award nominee for Outstanding Performance (Ensemble), 

and a 2023 Health Humanities and Disability Justice Fellow at UCR.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Support Movement Research today!  

  TEXT "GIVETOMR" TO 44-321, sink a dollar (or more) in the box,  

or give at movementresearch.org/support. 
Tax-deductible donations can be sent to:  

Movement Research, 150 First Avenue, New York, NY 10009 

We appreciate your support! 

 

MR@Judson Selection Committee Fall 2024/Winter 2025 - Spring 2025:  

Fana Fraser, Dominica Greene, Carolyn Hall, Johnnie Cruise Mercer,  

Barkha Patel, Annie Wang, Jo Warren 
 

Movement Research at the Judson Church artists are selected through an application process reviewed by 

a rotating committee of peer artists, each season the Artists of Color Council (AoCC) invites a member of 

the community to curate three artists to participate. These artists are joined by Movement Research 

Artists-in-Residence and GPS/MRX exchange artists. To apply, visit movementresearch.org 

 
 

Movement Research Staff 

Executive Director: Barbara Bryan 
Director of Artist Programs: Marýa Wethers 

Director of Education & Pedagogy: Amanda Loulaki 

Director of Movement Research at the Judson Church 

Program: Martita Abril 

Programs & Events Manager: Leah Fournier 

Programs & Events Associate: Anaís Gómez 

Classes & Workshops Associate: Julia Antinozzi 

Development Manager: Elle Cherry 
Media & Communications Manager: K May Paz Suarez 
Communications Coordinator: Katherine De La Cruz 

 

 

Senior Manager of Administration & Finance:  

Amanda Stambrosky 

Operations Manager: Raychel Ceciro 

Operations & Finance Associate: Justine Florence 

Artists of Color Council Coordinator: Jelani Taylor  
 

 

Event Staff 

Judson Technical Director: Mae May  
Photo and Video Documentation: 5’ nothing productions by 

Rachel Keane and Makenna Finch 

 

 

 

MR Interns: Isabella Campbell, Yining Chi, Grey Cooper, Jack Dexter, Alex DiCastro, Justine Florence, Sydney 

Greenhill, Meg Hasou, Olivia Kick, Spencer Klink, Ethan Luk, Lucienne Parker, mik phillips, Nia, Storm Stokes, 

Annabelle Stern, Cameron Surh, Liz Westbrook 

MR Publishing, Performance Journal: Joshua Lubin-Levy, John Arthur Peetz, Nicole Bradbury 
Critical Correspondence: Londs Reuter and Takahiro Yamamoto 
MR Artists-In-Residence: Martita Abril, Wendell Gray II, Jerron Herman, Johnnie Cruise Mercer, Maho Ogawa, 

Symara Sarai, Kat Sotelo, Alexa West, Jian Yi, Lu Yim 

Van Lier Emerging Artist of Color Fellows: Rochelle Jamila, Dorchel Haqq 

Board of Directors: Kevin Beasley, Barbara Bryan, Wally Cardona, Yanira Castro, Adrienne Edwards, Stephen Facey, 

Ishmael Houston-Jones, André Lepecki, Sarah Michelson, Kay Takeda, Edisa Weeks, Cathy Weis 

Artists of Color Council: Jelani Taylor, Megan Curet, Rebecca Gual, Shawn Rawls 
Accessibility Advisory Team: Kiera Bono, Pelenakeke Brown, Anna Gichan, Kayla Hamilton*, Yo-Yo Lin*, Alejandra 

Ospina*, iele paloumpis*, Ogemdi Ude (*founding member) 
Advisory Board: Wendell Beavers, David Dorfman, Simone Forti, Cynthia Hedstrom, Bill T. Jones, Daniel Lepkoff, 

Yvonne Rainer, Jim Staley, and Steve Paxton* and Mary Overlie* (*In Memoriam) 

 

 

http://movementresearch.org/support


 

This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of 

Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council; The New York State Council on the Arts 

with the support of the Office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature; and the 

National Endowment for the Arts (a federal agency). Movement Research receives additional 

public support from City Council Member Carlina Rivera; Materials for the Arts (a program of 

NYC Department of Cultural Affairs, NYC Department of Sanitation, and NYC Department of 

Education). 

 

Movement Research gratefully acknowledges the generous contributions of private support 

from Dance/NYC’s New York City Dance Rehearsal Space Subsidy Program, an initiative 

made possible by The Mellon Foundation; Harkness Foundation for Dance; Howard Gilman 

Foundation; James E. Robison Foundation; Jerome Foundation; Marta Heflin Foundation; the 

Mellon Foundation; Mertz Gilmore Foundation; Robert Rauschenberg Foundation; Ruth 

Foundation for the Arts; and Trust for Mutual Understanding. Movement Research is a 

member of Coalition of Small Arts NYC. Movement Research also acknowledges the individual 

donors and dear Friends of Movement Research, who contribute financial, support, labor, and 

love. 

 

Thanks always to the clergy and staff of Judson Memorial Church. Judson Memorial Church 

continues to be a beacon for free spirits in the arts and politics, and a leader among 

progressive faith communities in the city and nation for over 100 years. Enormous gratitude to 

Frances Alenikoff (1920-2012), founder of Eden's Expressway, and to her daughter Francesca 

Rheannon and family, for their continuing belief in the mission of Movement Research and for 

keeping alive Frances' spirited example of what lifelong artistry is.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 


