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THE PRESENT PL ACE
AN IMPROVISATION FOR L ASTING ACTION

8 PM AT JUDSON MEMORIAL CHURCH
FREE / PERFORMANCE
 
Cont r ibu t ions  by:  Jus t in  Cabr i l los ,  Anna  Carape tyan ,  Ayano Elson , 
Marguer i te  Hemmings ,  Michae l  Mahalchick ,  Sarah  Maxf ie ld , 
BASHIR DAVIID NAIM,  Mar issa  Pere l ,  Randy Reyes ,  
L i ly  Bo Shapi ro ,  Anna  Adams Stark .
Sound by:  Ju l ia  Santo l i
Fol lowed by  Opening  Fes t iva l  Toas t

Opening  the  2016 Movement  Research  Spr ing  Fes t iva l ,  th i s 
per formance  a t  Judson  Church  sh ines  l igh t  on  the  present  moment . 
A group of  fes t iva l  a r t i s t s  inc luding  par t ic ipants ,  t eachers /hea lers , 
des igners ,  adminis t ra tors ,  t echnic ians ,  Movement  Research  s ta ff , 
and  some myster ious  gues ts  ga ther  to  ce lebra te  the  present  p lace  of 
ac t ion .  This  ec lec t ic  group of  ind iv idua ls  wi l l  improvise  through 
guided  scores  in  unexpec ted  par tnersh ips  and  groupings .  Jo in  us  as 
a  wi tness  in  a  n ight  of  f ind ing  care  in  the  moment ,  exc i tement  in 
the  unknowing,  and  ephemera l  love  in  improvisa t ion .  Ju l ia  Santo l i ’s 
soundscape  media tes  the  space ,  these  danc ing  bodies ,  and  the  t races 
of  pas t  exper ience  in  the  present .  What  a  g i f t  to  watch  each
other  c rea te ! 
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PASSAGE
A DIALOGUE WITH DOUL AS,  DANCERS,  
AND CAREGIVERS

6:30 PM AT GIBNEY DANCE 890 BROADWAY
FREE / ST UDIES PROJECT
 
Modera ted  by  Risa  Shoup wi th  pane l i s t s  Anna  Carape tyan ,  devynn 
emory,  Rober t  Kocik ,  and  ie le  pa loumpis .

This  S tudies  Pro jec t  wi l l  b r ing  toge ther  dance  a r t i s t s  who a l so 
work  in  the  f ie ld  of  care-g iv ing:  end-of - l i fe ,  beginning-of - l i fe , 
naviga tors  of  i l lness  and  wel lness .  Why do  many dancers  become 
doulas?  What  i s  the  over lap  be tween guid ing  bodies  through the 
cyc les  of  l i fe ,  and  guid ing  bodies  through space?  What  i s  i t  tha t 
d raws  dance  a r t i s t s  to  th i s  profess ion?  How do we acknowledge 
the  spec i f ic  needs  of  d i ffe ren t  communi t ies  and  tha t  a l l  care  i s  no t 
equal /universa l? 

W E D N E S D A Y  J U N E  8 

TOGE THERING
MAKING, WORKING, EATING, AND SHOWING

10 AM – 8 PM VOLUNTEERING AT BKSD ( IN T WO HOUR SLOTS)
VOLUNTEER DAY,  DINNER, AND PERFORMANCE 

8 PM AT BROOKLYN ST UDIOS FOR DANCE  
$10 /  DINNER & PERFORMANCE 

Contr ibut ions  by:  Jumata tu  Poe  & Mar iana  Valenc ia

Nour ish ing  communi ty  and  provid ing  a  web of  suppor t  for  a r t i s t ic 
research  a re  what  propel  th i s  event ,  which  br ings  toge ther  th ree 
organiza t ions :  Movement  Research  (MR),  School  for  Contemporary 
Dance  and  Thought  (SCDT) ,  and  BkSD.

MR is  par tner ing  wi th  SCDT in  Nor thampton ,  MA to  provide  two 
ar t i s t s  wi th  three  days  of  res t ,  re t rea t ,  and  res idency  outs ide  of 
the  c i ty.  Jumata tu  Poe  and  Mar iana  Valenc ia  wi l l  t ake  th i s  t ime for 
whatever  they  would  l ike  to  work  on .  They  wi l l  show someth ing 
of  what  they  a re  making  a t  BkSD.  Dur ing  the  day,  BkSD wi l l  hos t 
var ious  work  pro jec ts  in  and  around the  venue ,  such  as  gardening , 
pa in t ing  and  food  prepara t ions  for  a  d inner  tha t  wi l l  be  served 
dur ing  the  show.

Those  who volunteer  wi l l  ge t  to  ea t  and  see  the  show for  f ree .
To s ign  up  or  inqui re  about  vo lunteer ing ,  contac t 
d i rec tor@bksd .org .  More  de ta i l s  on  the  webs i te .
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HEALING ACTION
FOR SELF- CARE,  BODY WORK, AND WELLNESS

10 AM –  6  PM
$5 FOR 1,  $12 FOR 3 /  WORKSHOPS 

A day  of  hea l ing ,  wel lness ,  and  res t  th rough hands-  on  bodywork , 
workshops ,  c lasses ,  and  a  communal /per formance  ta lk .  We are 
inv i t ing  prac t i t ioners  f rom somat ic  and  hea l ing  modal i t ies ,  and 
ar t i s t s  whose  prac t ices  lend  themselves  to  hea l ing ,  to  offe r  a  tas te 
of  the i r  work .

L A MAMA GREAT JONES
 
10 AM – 12 PM ST UDIO 6
MARISSA PEREL 
RENAME AND UNBODY: 
SOMATIC AWARENESS AND 
L ANGUAGE FOR WHO AND 
WHAT WE ARE

12:30 – 2:30 PM ST UDIO 6
NI’JA WHITSON 
BEING A BODY OUT LOUD: 
TRANS-INDIGENOUS AND 
POLITICAL PRACTICES FOR 
ARTISTS AND ACTIVISTS 
SEEKING RADICAL MOVES IN 
THEIR WORK, ART,  L IVES 

12:30 – 2:30 PM ST UDIO 4
IELE PALOUMPIS 
WITCHCRAF T:  A CORPOREAL 
PRACTICE

3:45 – 5:45 PM ST UDIO 6
MAYFIELD BROOKS 
RUP T URE:  IMPROVISING IN 
THE BREAK

IATI  ST UDIO 

10 – 11 :30 AM
REGINA AK A WOLF MEDICINE 
HEALTHY SKIN FROM THE 
INSIDE OUT:  AN AYURVEDIC 
APPROACH TO SKINCARE

12 – 2  PM
WEENA PAULY 
RECONNECT SOMATIC 
THERAPY
(PRIVATE SESSIONS—SEE WEBSITE FOR 
FURTHER DE TAILS) 

3 :30 – 5:30 PM
MEL ANIE MA AR 
HEALING AN ICON? 
PERFORMANCE/ TALK /OPEN 
DIALOGUE
 
See  be low for  addresses . 
Pre  reg is t ra t ion  i s  s t rongly 
encouraged .  For  workshop 
descr ip t ions ,  p rac t i t ioner  b ios 
and  to  reg is te r  on l ine ,  p lease 
v is i t  movement research .org /
fes t iva l /handwri t tennotes .
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ENCLOSURES
FOR READING AND RESPONDING

7 – 10 PM AT THE CHOCOL ATE FACTORY THEATER 
$15 /  READING GROUP AND PERFORMANCES
 
Poe t ic  respondents  inc lude  mayf ie ld  brooks ,  Jus t in  Cabr i l los , 
Marguer i te  Hemmings ,  Sarah  Maxf ie ld ,  and  Ni’Ja  Whi tson .

Se l f -  care ,  u topian  v is ions ,  poe t ic  and  emot iona l  labor,  porous  and 
t rans ien t  s t ruc tures .  The  Fes t iva l  pa i r s  wi th  Ar t /Fem Book Club 
to  f i l l  the  room wi th  conversa t ion ,  readings ,  and  movement ,  in 
and  around a  ser ies  of   Houses .  *  Li l iana  Dirks  -Goodman and  Tara 
Aisha  Wil l i s  wi l l  ( sof t ly)  gu ide  a  d iscuss ion  about  shor t  essays 
by  S i lv ia  Feder ic i ,  Audre  Lorde ,  and  Fred  Moten  in  re la t ion  to 
our  per formance/ar t  p rac t ices ,  p receding  and  fo l lowing  (and 
perhaps  in te rspersed)  by  shor t  poe t ic  responses  f rom wr i te rs  and 
per formers . 
 
Readings  ava i lab le  on  the  webs i te .  Co-  sponsored  by  W omen & 
Performance:  A Journal  of  Feminis t  Theory.  
* See  Houses 1,  2  and 3  under  “Ongoing”  for  more  de ta i l s 
 for  more  de ta i l s .
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HISTORY/MYSTERY/PERIPHERY/PART Y
8 PM AT JACK
$10* /  PERFORMANCE
 
Offer ings  f rom Jonathan  Gonzalez ,  Michae l  Mahalchick ,  Li ly  Bo 
Shapi ro ,  and  Socia l  Heal th  Per formance  Club  ( Ivy  Cas te l lanos , 
Ayana  Evans ,  Zachary  Fabr i ,  Mar ia  Hupf ie ld ,  Gera ldo  Mercado) .
 
This  per formance  wi l l  ce lebra te  indescr ibable  h is tor ies ,  ou ter 
l imi t s ,  per ipher ies ,  and  the  par ty  wi th in  us  a l l .  Par t  ce lebra t ion  of 
per formance ,  par t  commemora t ion  of  the  fes t iva l ’s  c los ing ,  and  par t 
observance  of  the  quie t  s t rength  ins ide .  What  does  i t  mean  to  watch 
wi th  sof t  eyes ,  to  offe r  suppor t  for  yourse l f  and  everyone  e l se  in 
the  room,  whi le  a l so  be ing  he ld  in  suppor t?  This  r iver  of  energe t ic 
exchange  i s  no t  f lee t ing .  Le t ' s  ce lebra te  i t . 

REVEL
10 PM AT JACK  
$10* /  PERFORMANCE PART Y

Hosted  by  Becca  Blackwel l  and  BASHIR DAVIID NAIM wi th 
spec ia l  gues t  per formances  in  a  nonl inear  fash ion .

Somet imes  se l f -  care  means  dance  par ty.  Le t ' s  come toge ther  to 
ce lebra te  bodies  in  space .  Le t ' s  t ake  up  the  space  we ' re  to ld  i s  no t 
ours  to  hold .  Le t ' s  ce lebra te  each  o ther ' s  se lves .  Le t ' s  t ry  to  love 
our  pas t  se lves  /  t rus t  our  fu ture  se lves .  Le t ' s  l eave  space  for  t ime 
t rave l .  Move  through the  t ime-  space  cont inuum a t  your  own pace . 
Dance  in  your  d iv ine  dark  l igh t .  Par ty  on .  
 
*$10 each  or  $15  for  bo th  events

O N G O I N G 

HOUSES 1,  2,  AND 3
BUILT BY LIL IANA DIRKS-GOODMAN 
 

 INSTALL ATION (OPEN TO THE PUBLIC DURING FESTIVAL 
EVENTS AT SELECT LOCATIONS)
JUNE 6:  JUDSON MEMORIAL CHURCH
JUNE 8:  BROOKLYN ST UDIOS FOR DANCE
JUNE 10:  THE CHOCOL ATE FACTORY THEATER
 
The  three  H ouses   a re  an  e ffor t  to  c rea te  a  non  s t ruc tura l ,  " f loppy" 
a rch i tec ture  tha t  uses  ex is t ing  s t ruc tures  and  spaces  to  c rea te  new 
s i tes  fo  r  ac t iv i t ies  of  d i ffe ren t  sca les  and  v is ib i l i t i es .   The  Houses  
are  cons t ruc ted  us ing  handcraf ted  techniques  a  nd  mater ia l s  such  as 
sewing  wi th  fabr ic  and  kni t t ing  wi th  yarn .  The  process  i s  in formed 
by  a  feminis t  p rac t ice  tha t  envis ions  the  l i fe  of  each  house  beyond 
i t s  scu lp tura l  qua l i t i es ,  used  for  ac t iv i t ies  a l te rna t ive  to  the 
dominant  s t ruc ture  tha t  houses  and  suppor ts  them.

FESTIVAL WRITINGS

The cura tors  and  our  team of  fes t iva l  wr i te rs ,  inc luding  fes t iva l 
a r t i s t s  and  gues t  wr i te rs ,  wi l l  pos t  on  the  MR Fes t iva l  webs i te 
a l l  week .  We have  asked  each  wr i te r—performers  and  audience 
members  a l ike—to respond as  an  a r t i s t ,  and  as  such ,  welcome 
the i r  un ique  vantages .  Read  a long  in  rea l - t ime as  we share  our 
impress ions  of  the  var ious  fes t iva l  events .  These  informal  wr i t ings 
wi l l  be  offe red  as  open-ended  d ia logues :  movement research .org /
fes t iva l /handwri t tennotes

JUDSON MEMORIAL CHURCH 
55 WASHINGTON SQUARE SO. 
MANHAT TAN

 

GIBNEY DANCE 
CHOREOGRAPHIC CENTER
890 BROADWAY 
MANHAT TAN

BROOKLYN ST UDIOS FOR 
DANCE (BKSD)
210 L AFAYE T TE AVENUE 
BROOKLYN 

L A MAMA GREAT JONES 
ST UDIOS 4 & 6
47 GREAT JONES STREE T
MANHAT TAN 

IATI  ST UDIO
64 EAST 4TH ST,  2ND FLOOR 
MANHAT TAN 

THE CHOCOL ATE  
FACTORY THEATER
5 49 49TH AVENUE 
QUEENS

  

JACK
505 WAVERLY AVENUE 
BROOKLYN

L O C A T I O N S



Movement  Research  i s  one  of  the  wor ld ' s  l ead ing  labora tor ies  for 
the  inves t iga t ion  of  dance  and  movement -based  forms.  Valu ing 
the  ind iv idua l  a r t i s t ,  the i r  c rea t ive  process  and  the i r  v i ta l  ro le 
wi th in  soc ie ty,  Movement  Research  i s  dedica ted  to  the  c rea t ion 
and  implementa t ion  of  f ree  and  low-cos t  programs tha t  nur ture  and 
ins t iga te  d iscourse  and  exper imenta t ion .  Movement  Research  s t r ives 
to  re f lec t  the  cu l tura l ,  po l i t i ca l  and  economic  d ivers i ty  of  i t s  moving 
communi ty,  inc luding  ar t i s t s  and  audiences  a l ike .

ABOUT THE MOVEMENT RESEARCH FESTIVAL

The Movement  Research  Fes t iva l  f inds  i t s  roo ts  in  the  Improvisa t ion 
Fes t iva l /New York  ( IF /NY) ,  in i t ia ted  in  1992 by  ar t i s t s  Sondra 
Lor ing  (an  MR Art i s t - in-Res idence  a t  the  t ime)  and  Ju l ie  Car r. 
In  1999,  IF /NY became a  program of  Movement  Research ,  under 
the  cura t ion  of  Programming Direc tor  Amanda  Loulaki .  In  2004, 
Movement  Research  c rea ted  a  gues t  a r t i s t  cura tor  format ,  and  in 
2006,  Movement  Research  es tab l i shed  the  fes t iva l  as  a  twice-annual 
event .  This  b iannual ,  gues t  a r t i s t  cura tor  approach  a l lows  for  a 
var ied  inves t iga t ion  and  explora t ion  in to  cur ren t  a r t i s t ic  concerns 
and  re f lec ts  Movement  Research’s  miss ion  of  va lu ing  d iverse  a r t i s t s ’ 
vo ices ,  the i r  c rea t ive  process  and  v i ta l  ro le  wi th in  soc ie ty.

Adminis trat ive  Off ice :  55  Avenue  C,  New York ,  NY 10009
Telephone  212 .598 .0551
Emai l  in fo@movement research .org
Web movement research .org
 
MOVEMENT RESEARCH STAFF

Execut ive  Director  Barbara  Bryan
Director of  Art i s t  Programs Levi  Gonzalez
Programming  Director  Amanda  Loulaki
Programs & Events  Manager  Anna  Adams Stark
Operat ions  Manager  Greer  Dworman
Development  Manager  Megan Kendzior
Media  &  Communicat ions  Manager  Ca ther ine  Galasso
Director of  Internat ional  In i t iat ives  Marýa  Wethers
Dance  Makers  in  the  Schools  Program Director  Diana  Crum
Coordinator of  Divers i ty  Ini t iat ives  Tara  Aisha  Wil l i s
Coordinator,  Movement  Research at  the  Judson Church 
 and Open Performance  Kay  Ot t inger
Studies  Project  Coordinator  Sarah  Lass 

MOVEMENT RESEARCH PUBLISHING

PERFORMANCE JOURNAL  
Moriah  Evans ,  Lauren  Baks t ,  Mackl in  Kowal ,  David  Knowles  
CRITICAL CORRESPONDENCE 
Biba  Bel l ,  Mar iana  Valenc ia

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Moira  Brennan ,  Barbara  Bryan ,  Maura  Donohue ,  Cathy  Edwards , 
S tephen  Facey,  Boo Froebel ,  Mol ly  Gross ,  I shmael  Hous ton-Jones , 
Sarah  Michelson ,  Car la  Pe terson ,  Wi l l  Rawls ,  David  Sheingold , 
S teve  S taso ,  Michèle  S te inwald ,  Dana  Whi tco ,  Guy Yarden

ARTIST ADVISORY COUNCIL: 
niv  Acos ta ,  Laur ie  Berg ,  Wal te r  Dunderv i l l ,  Alex  Esca lan te ,  Mar jan i 
For té -Saunders ,  Danie l le  Goldman,  Joe  Levasseur,  Mar iangela 
Lopez ,  Melanie  Maar,  Jenni fe r  Mi l le r,  J i l l  S igman,  Kathy  Westwater

ADVISORY BOARD:  
Wendel l  Beavers ,  David  Dorfman,  S imone  For t i ,  Cynth ia  Heds t rom,
Bi l l  T .  Jones ,  Danie l  Lepkoff ,  Mary  Over l ie ,  S teve  Paxton , 
Yvonne  Rainer,  J im Sta ley
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Thanks  a lways  to  the  c le rgy,  s ta ff  and  congrega t ion  of  Judson 
Church;  Judson  cont inues  to  be  a  beacon for  f ree  sp i r i t s  in  the  a r t s 
and  pol i t ics  and  a  leader  among progress ive  fa i th  communi t ies  in  the 
c i ty  and  na t ion  for  over  100  years .  Enormous  gra t i tude  to  Frances 
Alenikoff  (1920–2012) ,  founder  of  Eden ' s  Expressway,  and  to  her 
daughter  Francesca  Rheannon and  fami ly,  for  the i r  cont inuing  be l ie f 
in  the  miss ion  of  Movement  Research  and  for  keeping  a l ive  Frances ' 
sp i r i ted  example  of  what  l i fe long  ar t i s t ry  i s .  Spec ia l  thanks  to 
Abrons  Ar ts  Center,  Danspace  Pro jec t ,  and  Gibney  Dance  Center  for 
the i r  ongoing  par tnersh ips ;  and  to  Eas t  Vi l lage  Dance  Pro jec t  and 
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THE CURATORS THANK al l  the  a r t i s t s  involved;  we  admire 
and  love  you!  Also  thanks  to  Randy Reyes ,  Levi  Gonzalez ,  Anna 
Adams Stark ,  Barbara  Bryan ,  Cather ine  Galasso ,  Megan Kendzior, 
Greer  Dworman,  Kay Ot t inger,  Ayano Elson;  everyone  a t  Gibney 
Dance ,  Br ian  Rogers ,  She i la  Lewandowski ,  Madel ine  Bes t ,  Nadia 
Tykulsker,  Risa  Shoup,  Pepper  Fa jans ,  the  congrega t ion  of  Cadman 
Congrega t iona l  Church  in  Cl in ton  Hi l l ,  Alec  Duffy,  Jen  Pol ins ,  L isa 
Thompson,  the  s ta ff  o f  a l l  venues  involved  wi th  the  Fes t iva l ,  L i l iana 
Dirks-Goodman,  Je remy Toussa in t -Bapt i s te ,  Samara  Davis ,  Mar issa 
Pere l ,  Women and Per formance:  A Journal  o f  Feminis t  Theory  as  a 
co-sponsor,  Ju l ia  Santo l i ,  Pumpkin  and  Buddy.

FESTIVAL PARTNERS

Brooklyn  Studios  for  Dance;  The  Chocola te  Fac tory  Thea ter ; 
Four th  Ar ts  Block;  Gibney  Dance  Center ;  Ins t i tu to  Ar te  Tea t ra l 
In te rnac iona l ,  Inc ;  JACK;  Judson  Memoria l  Church;  La  MaMa; 
School  for  Contemporary  Dance  and  Thought ;  Women & 
Per formance:  A Journal  o f  Feminis t  Theory 

FESTIVAL DESIGNER

Ayano Elson  ayanoelson .com
Doodles  by  cura tors 

HAND
WRITTEN 
NOTE(S)
MOVEMENT RESEARCH FESTIVAL: 
SPRING 2016
 
JUNE 6–11 

CURATED BY ARE THA AOKI,  ELLIOT T 
JENE TOPULOS,  ELEANOR SMITH, 
AND TARA AISHA WILLIS
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